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omcikgomwxr. INTELLIGENGE CONTRIBUT Tty TO$
NIE-ll - PROBABLE D FMENTS IN THE KASHMIR DISPUTE TO THE END OF 1951

. TITI A. and IV A.

1. In its present state of development, it is not believed that indigenous

naval power will prove the decisive factor in resolving any open conflict be-

tween India and Pakistan arising from the Kashmir dispute. It will, at most,
- remain & supporting factor. _ .

2, Other factors being equal, the Indian Navy should be able to neutralize or
destroy the Pakistan fleet in the area where both are normally concentrated ~
the Arabian Spa. Such a success should then enable a blockade of and limited
amphibious undertakings against Pakisten's principal coastline. However, such
imponderables as stirategic misdirection, unexpected tactical successes and
their effects on the morale of essentially non-seagolng peoplss, could con-
ceivably overcome the initial disparity in material strength.

3. Opposing Indian and Pakistan fighting ship strength may be summarized as

follows:s

INDIA ' PAKISTAN
Light Cruiser 1 (active) None
Destroyers 3I( v ) 3 (active)
Frigates 6( " ) (" )
Large Mineswespars 6 (3 active) : Lk (1 active)
Lesser types & ‘
Auxillariss 18 total 8 total

The smaller the ship, the easier it would be for either navy to bring it forth
from inactive to active status.

L. Both navies suffer from the following handicaps in approximately equal
measure: limited logisiical facilities and resocurces, lack of adequate air
cover, a shortage of qualified commissioned personnel and technical ratings
and absence of recent operational experience. '

5. In the event of limited action designed to secure all or part of Kashmir
without any invasion of present Pakistan or with only limited invasion, the
Indian Navy could and probably would undertake the blockade of the West Pakistan
coast. Such a naval blockade, if effectively carried out, might have disastrous
consequences in the long run for Pakistan as that nation does not possess any
ordnance plants of its own and must import its munitions.

I1I C. and IV C.

1. General Indian military moves indicate military preparedness. A willingness
to accept the risk of war seems to be indicated by the use of Indian military
pressure for the achievement of political objectives,
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2. Pakistan is probebly alsc in a state of military preparedness. Pakistani
statements and actions indicate a willingness to use the implied threat of war
%0 achieve political cbjectives and a desire to place the onus on Indla for
réfusal to arbitrate differences with Pakistan.

3, The present disposition of the two navies provides no indication of inten~
tion to initiate hostilities. The Indlan Navy is, however, in a state of readi-
ness for war. The Pakistani Navy, on the other hand, with two of its major
units undergoing refit and overhaul abroad, will not be at full strength at
1east until the first week of September.

4. Thée most ideal conditions for naval operations would exist in October after
the end of the monsoons; however, weabther conditions would not 1limit opsrations
at the present time. :
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